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January Intersession Course in Lisbon and Madrid 
FIN 4185 

Problems in Finance:  International Business Management 
December 27, 2008 – January 10, 2009 

 

Program Highlights 
 Two weeks in Lisbon, Portugal and Madrid, Spain during the January 2009 Intersession. 

 Earn three-credit hours studying international business management in Europe. 

 Compare Madridôs advanced market economy with Lisbonôs  emerging economy. 

 Six in-depth visits to international companies; three visits in Lisbon and three in Madrid.  
Opportunities will be provided to meet with company managers and to discuss international 
business strategy/management.  

 Participate with 50-60 other undergraduate students from MU and MU Professor Steve Ferris. 

 Enjoy lots of free time to explore two beautiful and fun cities in Europe. 

 Participate in various planned and spontaneous activities to enrich your stay in both cities. 

 Welcome in New Year 2009 European style in Lisbon! 
 

Important dates 
 Travel is scheduled from December 27, 2008 - January 10, 2009. MU classes start on January 20, 

2009.  

 Six pre-departure orientation classes (once a week) will meet beginning October 22 and finishing 
December 2.   

 

Program Overview 
This course is designed for undergraduate students, regardless of major, who want to learn more 

about international business in a direct, hands-on fashion. Students will be enrolled in MGT 4185, a three-
hour course in international business management with a particular emphasis on Europe. 

This course consists of two components. The first component consists of several pre-departure 
classes that provide the student with lectures on course material, an orientation to the cities and 
companies that they will visit during the second component of the course, and an opportunity to complete 
some of the travel and administrative requirements associated with the European travel component of the 
course.  These pre-departure sessions meet weekly in the evening starting  on 22 October 2008 at 6pm.  
These sessions are held in Cornell Hall. The precise location will be determined later.  

The second component of the course is the two-week international travel experience. This year, 
the course will visit the cities of Lisbon, Portugal and Madrid, Spain. The two weeks will be spent in 
classroom sessions, experiential learning exercises, group discussions and presentations, and conducting 
six visits to international companies. Three company visits will be made in Lisbon and three will be made 
in Spain. These visits are an essential part of the learning experience and allow the students to talk with 
company managers regarding international business strategies in marketing, finance, and management. 
These visits will allow the student to see how business concepts and strategies that are discussed in the 
classroom are applied to real international business problems. The specific companies to be visited are 
listed in the schedule which immediately follows. The schedule while abroad will allow abundant free time 
for sightseeing, visiting local cultural and historic sites, and shopping.  

 

Lodging and Meals 
All lodging for thirteen nights will be in four-star hotels and include all breakfasts.  Two group 

dinners will be organized, one on Friday night in Lisbon  and the second one on the last night in 
Madrid, 

 
Course Offerings and Prerequisites 
 The course offering for this program will be FIN 4185:  Problems in Finance: International 
Business Management.  This course will directly satisfy a finance emphasis for BSBA graduation 
requirements.  No prerequisites are required. 
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Pre-departure Classes at MU  
Prior to the start of the course, six pre-departure orientation classes will be held in Cornell Hall, 
beginning in October. Dates of the classes are 22 Oct, 28 Oct, 4 Nov, 11 Nov, 18 Nov,  and 2 
Dec. The purpose of these classes will be to review information regarding the companies that will 
be visited, orientation to Lisbon and Madrid, travel administration, safety abroad, and to provide 
course lectures.   
 

Class Time:         6pm -7:30 pm 
Class Location: TBA 

 
Schedule of classes in Europe  
The schedule of classes will be four days per week. When lectures are held, they will be 1.5 
hours in duration. Most of the class instruction, however, consists of company visits, managerial 
briefings and experiential learning exercises. Company visits will be structured to provide ample 
opportunity to interact with company managers to discuss various international business 
issues/strategies.  Also, the schedule is intended to provide ample time and opportunity for 
students to get out and experience Lisbon and Madrid.  
 
Language and Culture 
 You will learn some simple phrases in Spanish and Portuguese that will help familiarize 
you with more of Spain and Portugal to help you enjoy your travels that much more. 
 

Visas and Travel Documents 
All students will need a valid US passport or appropriate passport/documentation from 

their country of citizenship.  Please see the Visas and Travel Documents section on the web 
page for complete details about passports and visas. 
 MU students in this program are considered tourists and NOT studying in the country.  
You are studying at MU by enrolling in MU.  You are only visiting this country as your location for 
MU classes, instead of Cornell Hall on the MU campus in the US.  Hence, you should plan to fill 
out your immigration and customs forms for entering Spain and Portugal as a TOURIST (you 
are only a visitor  for this January intersession program). 
 
Cost 
The Lisbon and Madrid program will cost $3,990.  This program fee will be the basic cost to 
participate in the 2009 Lisbon-Madrid January intersession program and will include the 
following:  

 Round-trip airfare from St. Louis to Lisbon and returning from Madrid to St. Louis. 

 All airport transfers, and transportation for company visits 

 Thirteen nights lodging and full breakfasts while in Lisbon and Madrid. 

 Bus fare from Lisbon to Madrid. 

 All program culture and company visits. 

 Group dinner on Friday night in Lisbon and a group dinner the last night in Madrid. 
 

Expenses NOT included in the College of Business program fee are: 

 Independent travel after the program. 

 Educational fees for this course will be the same as those for a three-hour undergraduate 
course, winter semester 2009.  Resident students pay usual resident fees.  Non-resident 
students will pay the usual non-resident fees.  The exact cost of educational fees will be 
set by the MU Board of Curators during the April meeting prior to the January program. 

 Passport renewal or passport application fees. 
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 MU International Center study abroad fee of $75. 

 Daily personal expenses such as souvenirs, personal items, going out at night, and city 
transportation, such as subway, taxi, and bus fares would be extra.  Costs may vary 
depending upon a personôs actual needs and wants. 

 Some lunches and dinners on a daily basis paid by the student (estimated at $20/day 
average cost). 

 Personal transportation costs in country to participate in non-program organized activities. 
 
Estimated Budget 
The following comparison is intended to illustrate a sample budget, which may be used for 
planning purposes to calculate the cost of your participation. 
 

Program Cost  $3,990 

  

MU International 
Center Fee 

$75 
 

  

Estimated MU 
educational fees for 
three hours 

$734 

Estimated 
Information 
technology fee 

   $34 

Estimated COB fee    $98 
  

 
 

 The educational fees are only estimates for 2009 and will be the same as the fees for winter 
2009 semester courses.  Non-resident students should plan on paying the 2008-2009 non-
resident educational fees;   actual fees for the winter 2009 semester have not yet been 
established.  

 Each student will be responsible for paying separately the $75 MU international center fee.  
 
Application Deposit 
A down-payment of $600 is required at the time of application. $300 of your application deposit is 
non-refundable.  This payment is applied directly to the program cost of $3,990. The down-
payment is required at the time of application. An application is not considered complete until this 
down-payment is made. Students will pay the down-payment at the cashierôs office in Jesse  
Hall.  
 
Student financial aid 
Student financial aid (11 Jesse Hall) will apply, because the three-hour intersession course will 
be considered winter semester credits.  The course instructor, Professor Ferris, does not know 
any financial aid details and cannot answer questions on this issue. Please direct all your 
inquiries about financial aid to the financial aid office in Jesse hall to clarify any details and 
questions. 
 

Scholarships 
The College of Business will be making available need-based scholarships for all College of 
Business students.  Applications are available on the college study abroad web site at 
http://COBStudyAbroad.missouri.edu . 
Submission dates are December1 or earlier and May 1 or earlier.  Eligibility requirements are the 
following: 

http://cobstudyabroad.missouri.edu/
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 Must be College of Business student (not just a minor in business). 

 Must have FAFSA on file in Financial Aid office. 
 
 

Schedule of Payments 
  

Description Date Amount Due 

Application Deposit 
$300 of which is  non -refundable  
 

At time of application $600 

Balance of Program fee December 15 $3,390 

 Total $3,390 
 
 
 

Refund Policy 
If you decide to drop out of the program payments will be refundable according to the following 
schedule: 
Amount of Refund After 

$300 of application fee is non-refundable Time of 
Application 

$600 not refundable September 15 

$1,500 not refundable and cost of air ticket September 26* 

$2,000 not refundable and cost of air ticket October 26* 

$ 2,500not refundable and cost of air ticket 
Educational fees would be refundable 
according to the normal MU policies for 
refunding spring semester payments. 

November 26* 

 

*  When the airplane ticket has been purchased on September 26, 2008  then you ñownò the 
ticket, the same as if you had purchased the ticket on your own from a travel agency or over the 
internet.  You are subject to the airlineôs policies on unused tickets and would have to deal with 
the airline to learn how to apply an unused ticket as a credit for a future flight on the same airline.  
Please note that the educational fees are refundable according to the normal MU policies for 
refunding winter semester payments.  
 
General Requirements for Program Eligibility and Participation 

The following general requirements apply so that MU can conduct a quality program for all 
student participants: 

 

 Students must be in good standing with MU and have an expected GPA > 2.5. 

 Students will need a valid passport with an expiration date greater than 6 months after 
return date.  

 Students will be expected to participate in the International Centerôs orientation for study 
abroad, conducted specially for College of Business programs during the fall semester 
2008 (usually in early November).  You will make your application for the International 
Student Identity Card (ISIC) during this orientation.  The cost of the ISIC is included in the 
$75 MU International Center study abroad fee. 

 Students will be asked to sign a liability release form and medical release form (MU 
International Center) 

 Each student will be covered by a comprehensive MU health insurance policy for 
international travel, mandated by the University of Missouri Curators.  Emergency 
evacuation and repatriation coverage are included in this health insurance.  The cost is 
separate and is NOT included in the program fees. 
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 Students will be expected to follow acceptable behavior as outlined in the MU student 
conduct manual and the MU ñConditions of Participation and Program Acceptanceò form. 

 
Application and Acceptance 
Enrollment will be limited to 60 students.  All students regardless of major and who can use three 
hours of business credit may apply.  Applications for the program will close out by 26 September 
2008. The reason for the September 26 close-out date is that the college must provide a list of 
students enrolled in the course to the travel agency for air tickets by 27 September 2008 to get 
the lowest group price for air travel.  Please see the general requirements section below for the 
eligibility and participation requirements.  
 

Application and data forms and the instructions for applying are available on the website 
indicated below. 
 
Submit to Cornell 307 all application forms (paid and stamped deposit form, student data form). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

To obtain more information, application forms, and assistance 
 

Contact 
 

Program Information: Steve Ferris, Tel: 2-9905, e-mail:  Ferris@missouri.edu  
Program Application:  Karyn Cremeens, Cornell 307, Tel:  884-5312 

e-mail:  cobstudyabroad@missouri.edu. 
 

Trulaske College of Business International Programs Web Page:  
http://COBStudyAbroad.missouri.edu 

 
Program Information, Application Forms, Passport and Visa 
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